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AN INTERVIEW WITH 2

DR. ANOBEL ODISHO The Adobe Hall in
downtown Willow Glen filled
to capacity Saturday, Sep-
tember 12 as Assyrians
across the Bay Area came to
speak with Dr. Anobel Odisho
and watch his awardwinning
documentary,Transient: A
Story of Assyrian Iragi Refu-
gees
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The event, cesponsored
by the Assyrian American
Association of San Jose, was
also a benefit silent auction
to raise money for the clinic
referenced in the documen-
taryfia modest medical facil-
6 ity located in Jaramanah,
Syria, a refugee camp that
caters almost exclusively to
Assyrians fleeing Iraq.
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After viewing the emo-
tional 20 minute documen-
tary, the audience asked the
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&
AUA Youth group photograph with Dr. Anobel Odisho.

26 year old
film maker and
medical resi-
dent at UCSF
questions re-
garding his trip
to the Syrian
Republic and
his prospects
about the fu-
ture of Assyr-
ians in the
Middle East.

A wine and cheese recep-
tion followed the question and
answer period and guests were
given the opportunity to bid on
several photographs captured
by Dr. Odisho during his journey
in the Middle East. Ten photog-
raphy books with captions and
tittes showcasing all of Dr. Od-

i shods
also available for members to
bid on.

Dr. Odisho auctioning his photographs
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PROJECT TRANSIENT B¥EEFIT HELPS
KEEP ASSYRIAN MEDICAL CLINIC OPEN

In addition to the auc-
tioned materials, several
guests and representatives
from organizations donated
large sums of money towards
the Assyrian medical clinic in-
cluding $1,000 from the Assyr-
ian Evangelical Church of San
Jose, $1,000 from the Assyrian
AmeticanAgspaation ¢ §ap e
Jose donating and $500 from
the Assyrian United Organiza-
tions of California. In total, the
benefit raised over $9,000
towards helping maintain the
Assyrian medical clinic in Jara-
manah, Syria.

If you wish to be given
email updates regarding the
Assyrian medical clinic in Jara-
manah Syria, please email
youthofamerica@aua.net with
your full name, mailing ad-
dress, and email address.

An indepth interview
with Dr. Anobel Odisho can be
found on page 2.
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THE YEAR: DR. ANOBEL ODISHO

By Adessa Kiryakos

How would you de-
scribe the current situation
of the Assyrians in the
east?

The Assyrians in Iraq
are constantly threatened
and are often the victims of
targeted crime, including
kidnappings, bombings,
murders, and rapes. Many
have fled their homes for
the relative safety of the
north, but there they are
unable to find work or es-
tablish a new life. The econ-
omy throughout Iraq is in
shambles, and cannot sup-
ply a massive influx of new
refugees with jobs. Those
that have fled to Jaramana
are living in conditions far
worse than those they ex-
perienced before the Iraq
war. The legal restrictions
barring them from working
forces them to become
dependent on handouts
from the UN or families
overseas. Their children are
not allowed attend school
and they have limited ac-
cess to medical care due to
the high cost. It was pain-
fully depressing seeing so

many other humans have
their lives turned com-
pletely upside down, let
alone our own brothers
and sisters.

Hearing their side,
how did it change your
perception (if it did) on
the future of the Assyr-
ians in the Middle East?

While I still hold out
hope for a consistent
Assyrian presence in our
indigenous homeland, the
dark reality of the situation
put the enormity of the task
into perspective.

Have those who relo-
cated to different countries
from Iraq say that they would
ever return back to Iraq?

While | candt
the Assyrian refugees, only
one of the many many refu-
gees spoke with said they
could ever return. Not that
they woul dndt
the ones | spoke with did not
feel it would be politically
possible to return safely and
raise a family in that environ-
ment. That was the over-
whelming feeling | got: many
were more than happy to risk
their own lives to stay, but

—

they could not put their
families and children at risk
and fled to provide them
with safety and a future.

What do the Assyrians
that you spoke to have to
say about a future autono-
mous region for the Assyr-
ians?

The Assyrian refugees |
spoke with strongly felt that
there would be no hope of a
protected region for Assyr-
ians in Irag unless there
was a very strong govern-
ment in power to protect
their minority rights. It
would also have to be a fair
government, and there is
not yet a strong historical
precedent for a free, fair,
and open government
in the Middle East.

What did you expect
j before you arrived to
the Middle East?

I had a lot of conflicting
ideas and expectations.
When we think of refu-
gees, sometimes we
think of sprawling tent
camps temporarily set
up outside a war-

zone. In reality, Jara-
mana was an urban

Dr. Odisho standing on a rooftop in Cai}o, Egy

pt
crush of people, clearly a
developing country but with
a group of refugees that
were accustomed to a gen-
erally good life back in Iraq,
many of them middle and
upper-middle class. Now, in
this new environment, with
muddy garbage lined streets
and dilapidated homes, they
struggled to maintain some
sense of normalcy and dig-
nity despite their daily strug-
gles.

| also expected to be
treated like an outsider, but
| was welcomed heartily into
peopl eds home
with far too much respect
and deference, and seen as
a bit of a curiosity. Despite
their absolute poverty, eve-
rybody welcomed me into
homes, always offered me
food and drink, and opened
their hearts to share their
stories. They were very frus-
trated about being ne-
glected by the outside world
and were eager to be heard.
| made many close and last-
ing friendships and still
keep in touch with many of
the people | met during my
time in Jaramana.
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ASSYRIAN PATRIOTIC RRTY
MEETS WITH AUA YOUTH

By Andrew Daniel Additional topics discussed promote

On May 17, AUA San included efforts to mutually traveling in
Jose Youth Chapter and AUA align crosscollaborative ini- Iraqi Kurdi-
America, met with the Assyr- tiatives concerning the future stan. .
ian Patriotic Party , a political  Of Assyrians in Irag. The dis- Moments
party in Iraq lead by Nimrud ~ €ussion was followed by a before Bato g

Bato, at the Assyrian Ameri- guestion and answer portion. was sched- s

can Association of San Jose. Guests included various po- a4 1o fly
litical representatives and back to

The purpos; of this h Assyrian individuals from the
meeting was to discuss the San Jose community.

current situation of Assyrians with repre-
in Irag and to familiarize AUA A month later, AUA Youth sentatives

on efforts made on behalf of Members interviewed APP from AUA el :
President. Nimrud Bato. who Youth over AUA Youth with Nimrud Bato at Double Tree hotel in Santa Clara.

did not attend the initial breakfast and expressed his

Iraq, he sat

the Assyrian Patriotic Party.

to help those living in the

meeting. interests to promote tourism :

Bato, the in Irag among our Assyrian ~ omedand, Bato replied that
| former Minis-  youth. l/ve sho:lld preserve O(Lj” cul-

ter of Tour- . ture and language and never

ism for the ol want Assyr kadshout thoSellving in

) around the world to get a Bet-Nahrain.
KurdishRe-  chance to stay in an Assyrian o
gional Gov- The interviewed ended

villagefiwork the land and get

ernment, dirt under t he WVihBglinyiingysfoyisyy o 4

visited the him and other Assyrians in
United ~ Inresponse to what ASSyr- g an invitation members
Statesona  |ansin America and other of AUA Youth are anxious to

campaign to western countries should do fulfill

AUA Youth with representatives from APP at Adobe Hall

AUA YOUTH MEETS WITH ASSYRIAN GENERAL
CONFERENCE REPRESENTATIVES IN SAN JOSE

By Eilona Betkolia representatives from AUA on the current situation of It is the hopes of AUA Ameri-
On Saturday, October 3 were, Mr. Carlo Ganjeh, Mr.  our people in the homeland.  cas Youth Chapter that such
2009 AUA Americas Cha{ater Jingo Sarkis, Mr. Baito Mal- Among the many things meetings will continue to bring

and AUA Americas Youth eck Chikko, and myself.In discussed, the future rela- our organizations, political

this meeting on behalf of
AGC, Mr. Ishaia Isho, as
President of the Executive
Committee, and Mr. Martin
Dawood, as Vice President of
the Executive Committee,
were in attendance.

parties and groups closer to-
gether. We trust that under
the umbrella of AUA and un-
tied, we will stand tall.

g

Chapter representatives met
with representatives from the
Assyrian General Conference
(AGC).Among other guests,

tionship between AUA and
AGC was a topic of significant
importance. An agreement
was reached that, in the
interest of our nation, our
political parties and organiza-
tion should unite in solidarity.

The meeting which lasted Future cooperation be-

nearly 4 hours, began and tween AUA and AGC will be

e”de‘? with @ mutual under- discussed among the Execu-
standing and regpect for the tive Board. Stay tuned for
future of our nation. Mr. more news fro

Martin Dawood, being from Executive Board.

Irag, gave a detailed report MW(WEM Conrergace




